
 
LORD, Give me patience...and I 

want it now. 
 _____________________________________  

 

 The Lord is wonderfully good to those who wait for Him and seek Him.  

Lamentations 3:25 

 Patience makes lighter what sorrow may not heal.  Horace 
 

 Patience serves as a protection against wrongs as clothes do against cold.  

For it you put on more clothes as the cold increases, it will have no power to hurt you.  So 

in like manner you must grow in patience when you meet with great wrongs, and they will 

then be powerless to vex your mind.  Leonardo Da Vinci 
 

 How poor are they who have no patience!  What wound did ever heal but by 

degrees.  William Shakespear 

 

From the Pastor – Larry 

 Galatians 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is 
 
 love, joy, peace, patience …..   

    

       I wonder if the fruit of the Spirit  most needed in 21
st
 century America (and October, 2009 Grace Church) might 

be “patience”.  Most of us don’t possess much of it.  Our culture with its remote controls, fast foods, jiffy lubes, microwave 

meals, e-mails, handi-wipes, and caller I D’s  allows little heads up on love, joy, peace or any of the other fruits of the Spirit.   

    In this Gazette I’d like to place before you two devotions I ran across  for Saturday, October 16.  Each calls us to patiently 

and  purposely  direct   our  time and  our will away from the press and pressures of this world and toward the one whose 

timeless, love, joy and peace know no bounds.  One is from Mrs. Charles E. Cowman’s beloved Streams in the Desert.  The 

other is courtesy of Charles H. Spurgeon’s Morning by Morning.  The former writing in the early 20
th
 century and the latter in 

the late 19
th
 century themselves knew much of the need for patience --  Mrs Cowman, laboring in the stubborn mission 

fields of China and Japan while caring for a dying husband over six years; Reverend Spurgeon battling spiritual sloth  

among the lay people and spiritual  rebellion among the clergy.  

   The Streams in the Desert offering directly calls us to shed the weight of sin so that we can run, with patience, the race 

that is before us.  Morning by Morning invites us to budget quality  time  in banqueting  with and upon our Savior – far 

from the madding crowd, the TV dinners, and the cheap Christianity.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

STREAMS IN THE DESERT  "Let us lay aside every weight, and the 

sin which doth so easily beset us, and, let us run with patience the 

race that is set before us" (Heb. 12:1). 

  There are weights which are not sins in themselves, but which 

become distractions and stumbling blocks in our Christian progress. 

One of the worst of these is despondency. The heavy heart is 

indeed a weight that will surely drag us down in our holiness and 

usefulness.   Continued p. 2 

    MORNING BY MORNING  

“Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine.” Jn. 21:12  

   In these words the believer is invited to a holy nearness to 

Jesus. “Come and dine,” implies the same table, the same meat; aye, 

and sometimes it means to sit side by side, and lean our head upon 

the Saviour’s bosom.    It is being brought into the banqueting-house, 
where waves the banner of redeeming love. “Come and dine,” gives us 
a vision of union with Jesus, because the only food that we can feast 

upon when we dine with Jesus is himself. Continued p. 2 
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FACEDOWN 

By Annie Carlson 
 

“Ann Marie you are editing again!  Your character was very honest but you were holding back!”   

~Richard Digby Day 

 (one of my British acting teachers back in college) 
 

    Ah, the theatre!  Although I love it and was trained in it, I tend to shudder when, in ministry contexts, I hear the word “performance”  or “theatre” 

in the same breath as worship.  .  Our musicians, technicians, leaders and all those serving in worship ministry here at Grace are definitely not 

putting on a show even though we worship in a theatre building.  But, I think some theatre elements can really support our ministries~ like this 

black box theatre where we worship~  what an amazing space to experience the mystery of God as we worship Him and explore His Word together! 

Continued p. 2 

 

 

 

 



Continued STREAMS The failure of Israel to 

enter the land of promise began in murmuring, 

or, as the text in Numbers literally puts it, "as it 

were murmured." Just a faint desire to complain 

and be discontented. This led on until it 

blossomed and ripened into rebellion and ruin. Let 

us give ourselves no liberty ever to doubt God or His love and 

faithfulness to us in everything and forever.  

WE CAN SET OUR WILL AGAINST DOUBT just as we do against 

any other sin; and as we stand firm and refuse to doubt, the Holy 

Spirit will come to our aid and give us the faith of God and crown us 

with victory.  

It is very easy to fall into the habit of doubting, fretting, and 

wondering if God has forsaken us and if after all our hopes  are to 

end in failure. LET US REFUSE TO BE DISCOURAGED. LET US 

REFUSE TO BE UNHAPPY. Let us "count it all joy" when we cannot 

feel one emotion of happiness. Let us rejoice by faith, by resolution, 

by reckoning, and we shall surely find that God will make the 

reckoning real.  

The devil has two master tricks. One is to get us discouraged; then 

for a time at least we can be of no service to others, and so are 

defeated. The other is to make us doubt, thus breaking the faith link 

by which we are bound to our Father. Lookout! Do not be tricked 

either way.    

Gladness! I like to cultivate the spirit of gladness! It puts the soul so 

in tune again, and keeps it in tune, so that Satan is shy of touching 

it--the chords of the soul become too warm, or too full of heavenly 

electricity, for his infernal fingers,  and he goes off somewhere else! 

Satan is always very shy of meddling with me when my heart is 

full of gladness and joy in the Holy Ghost.  

My plan is to shun the spirit of sadness as I would Satan; but, alas! I 

am not always successful. Like the devil himself it meets me on the 

highway of usefulness, looks me so fully in my face, 

till my poor soul changes color!  

Sadness discolors everything; it leaves all 

objects charmless; it involves future prospects 

in darkness; it deprives the soul  of all its 

aspirations, enchains all its powers, and produces a mental 

paralysis!  

An old believer remarked, that cheerfulness in religion makes all its 

services come off with delight; and that we are never carried 

forward so swiftly in the ways of duty as when borne on the wings of 

delight; adding, that Melancholy clips such wings; or, to alter the 

figure, takes off our chariot wheels in duty, and makes them, like 

those of the Egyptians, drag heavily.  

________________________________________________ 

ü HAVE COURAGE FOR THE GREAT SORROWS OF LIFE 

AND PATIENCE FOR THE SMALL ONES;  AND WHEN YOU 

HAVE LABORIOUSLY ACCOMPLISHED YOUR DAILY 

TASK, GO TO SLEELP IN PEACE.  GOD IS AWAKE.  VICTOR 

HUGO 

ü Through patience a ruler can be persuaded, and a gentle 

tongue can break a bone.   Proverbs 25:15 

Continued MORNING  Oh, what union is this! It is a depth which reason 
cannot fathom, that we thus feed upon Jesus. “He that eateth my flesh, 
and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and I in him.”  
 

   It is also an invitation to enjoy fellowship with the saints. Christians may 
differ on a variety of points, but they have all one spiritual appetite; and 
if we cannot all feel alike, we can all feed alike on the bread of life sent 
down from heaven. At the table of fellowship with Jesus we are one bread 
and one cup. As the loving cup goes round we pledge one another heartily 
therein. Get nearer to Jesus, and you will find yourself linked more and 
more in spirit to all who are like yourself, supported by the same 
heavenly manna.  
   If we were more near to Jesus we should be more near to one another. 
We likewise see in these words the source of strength for every Christian. 
To look at Christ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΣ ōǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƘƛƳ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ άŎƻƳŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŘƛƴŜΦέ We labour under much unnecessary weakness on account of 
neglecting this percept of the Master.  
 

   WE NONE OF US NEED TO PUT OURSELVES ON LOW DIET; ON THE 
CONTRARY, WE SHOULD FATTEN ON THE MARROW AND FATNESS OF 
THE GOSPEL THAT WE MAY ACCUMULATE STRENGTH THEREIN, AND 
¦wD9 9±9w¸ th²9w ¢h L¢{ C¦[[ ¢9b{Lhb Lb ¢I9 a!{¢9wΩ{ {9w±L/9Φ 
Thus, then, if you would realize nearness to Jesus, union with Jesus, love to 
his people and strength from Jesus, “come and dine” with him by faith. 
 

FACEDOWN  continued 

     The  19 th  Century Danish philosopher Soren 

Kierkegaardôs theatre metaphor of Christian worship is 

expressed in a very vivid way here at Grace.  The 2009 

Gracer  version of Kierkegaardôs explanation is that our 

Pastor Larry , Jon,  choir, instrumentalists, techies, and 

Gracers serving in leadership are the prompters .  The 

congregation (leaders too) are actors  on the stage.  

Audience?  An audience éof One.  Actors are do -ers whose 

duty it is to tell the story to an audience with honesty, 

focus, and unedited  passion.  In our Genesis 17  text 

today, Abram  fell facedown  in response to God Almighty. 

Howôs that for an unedited response?  

     When we gather in Jesusô Name for corporate worship 

here at Grace, we worship and respond to the same living, 

unchanging, everlasting, ever -PRESENT  God. He is here.  

He is the audience of One.  The Alpha and Omega.  Here. 

Creator. Rescuer. Here.  Friend of sinners.  Messiah.  

Counselor.  Here.   Man of Sorrows.  Light of the world. 

Here.  Author and Finisher of our faith. High Priest. Here.  

Holy One.  King of Kings.  Here.  Resurrection and the Life. 

Truth. The Way. Here.   Holy Spirit. Father God.  Jesus.   

Here.  
 

Our response?  

Edited?     Oré. Unbridled,  passionate,  abandon ?  

 

 

 
Almighty God,  

You are here. Help us, through Holy Spirit power to fix our eyes on 

Jesus~ and respond with unedited passion together~  and as we walk 

with You 24/7.  AMEN  

 

_________________________________________________________ 
  

 

ü Carry the cross patiently and with perfect submission;  and in the 

end it shall carry you.   St. Thomas ôA Kempis 

 

ü A HANDFUL OF PATIENCE IS WORTH A BUSHEL OF 

BRAINS.  DUTCH PROVERB 

 

ü Be patient enough to live one day at a time, letting yesterday go and leaving 

tomorrow until it arrives.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 


