Palw Sanday, March 2866
Th e Celebrating Jesus’ entry
into Jerusalem --
shifts mid-service to the
heaviness and solemnity of

G O O d n O u 9 h remembering His Passion.

Resurrestion Day—Laster
Sunday, Aprif #th
The journey's victorious //
Ga Z eTTe climax! We'll REJTOICE -
together in God'’s

incredible saving work
through Jesus our Redeemer—
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From the Pastor — Larry

Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death..... (Psalm 23:4)

| finally made a visit to Death Valley a few years backi must say that thdbrlom, desolate wilderness has

extracted a psychological hold on me. | returned recehtlym very prone toward doing so again and again, though never in a season

otherthan winter. Iseem to remember thBeath Valleyholds the United States record for single hogle daytemperature at around
130 degrees Fahrenheit. |l 6m just fine at 50 to 60 degr

Each time there in the Valley | have been struck by the life lessons, the Biblical lessons, tauighthat
wonderful place where overwhelming desolation meetperseverant beauty and hope.It is then |

recall that I, like David, have spent a lifetimelkiag through the valley of the shadow of death #rati t e
notflo ver untoi $ome thodghts:o v er m

1 The mountains surrounding the valley are towering and prohibitive. Their shadows can freeze
an exposed human to death by night or demisettniaughheat exhaustion by daySome folks
in arrogance and ignorance claim to findtheir God in the hills and in the beauty of nature. ===
Nature indeed may temporarily refresh soul and even body but she ultimately destroys both.Our help never comes from
the hills or even the stream®©ur help comes from the LORBho createdeverythingfrom utterly nothingPsalm 121:12)

T 1 dondét kn otwly tippraciated the heawutyeof flowers so muchswhen there are nearly none Consider the
first crocus pointing her pretty head out of the earth in the midst of January. In the Valley, unless a rare rainstorm
has occurred recently, one blossom here and two or three colorful brushes there convey the same thrill. From out
of crevices, dried dirt, and fractured stone they erupt, painting a splash of color into the monotonousigesekhteheir
message A" God yet | ives; take aFolthe peppleoblsydel belong tortke. LORDL Jaaob iy his U
specal possession."He found them in a desert land, in an empty, howling wasteland. He surrounded them and watched
them; he guarded them as his most precious posseassibeut. 32:910
continued p. 2 Death Valle

Congregational Meeting
After Worship

Sunday, March 21

€ €

0.
over



Hey, Gracers!

PLEASE DO NOT FORGET
MORNING FELLOWSHIP SNACK.

FEEL FREE TO KEEP IT SIMPLE AND KEEP IT INEXPENSIVE
A bag of Oreos or Fig Newton

s or something sugarfree.

91 Drinks are provided by the church.
1 The sign up list is always on the back ¢

TO TAKE YOUR TURN AND SIGN UP FOR A SUNDAY

ounter as you are arriving or leaving church. Thank you

Continued Death Valley

Sometimes we too have become parched, trekking through dry spiritual
land. Ca |l i f d/allayiofeD@ath offers itewn coaching tipgor desert
travelers.

1. 1. Living moisture beneath the surface can sustain brush and blossoms.
It may not seem like much sometimes but it is always sufficielgsus
says Al am t hHisrdserwii nmygnotvalavaye lre 0 seen
on the surface but it never ceases to be there for the tap root of the
believer to draw fromJesis says“I am with you always” and “I  will
never leave nor forsake you”. Mt. 28:20, Dt. 31:5

. 2. Even in the desert, flood waters occasionally abound providing
storage for future nourishment and growth. These waters must be
harnessed andstd. While | was recently in Death Valley with
daughter Ann, much of the valley was inundated and many roads
were cl osed
desert so that my chosen people can be refreshed.”

my

Isaiah 43:20

And when all is said and done, it is a lot easier to survive in Death Valley
with friends and kindred than without. That is why Ann and | found it so
humorous and instructive t h ©eatht h e
Valley Health Clinicd. The LORD has surely provided medical care for
desert pilgrims. Jesus is the head doctor and surgeon. We are all in the
clinic nursing each other, under His steady hand, back to
health. The church has always been not a hotel for Saints but
hospital for sinners. Sign in, please!

As for me, | said, "O LORD, be gracious to theal me, for |
havesinned against thee!Psalm 41:4

ELDERS AND DEACONS PRAYER GATHERING

Please Plan to

participate 10 A.M.
All other Gracers invited
as well

At Hornings
Saturday, April 10
All elders and deacons

9:30 A.M. (currently serving elders)

UNANSWERED PRAYER

The preacher's 5 year-old daughter noticed that her father always paused and bowed
his head for a moment before starting his sermon. One day, she asked him why. 'Well,
Honey,' he began, proud that his daughter was so observant of his messages. 'I'm asking the
Lord to help me preach a good sermon. 'How come He doesn't answer it?' she asked.

o r Yes, Iwidl makd springpiathes a b | e].

Apologize? What for?

Apologetics is the science and art of
defending the historic Christian faith.
That faith has fallen under attack in very
recent years in a new way.

Militant atheism led by the likes of
Richard Dawkins and Bill Mahr has
morphed into attack mode. No longer
satisfied co-existing with believers of all
stripes, these men and others practice a
virulent, ridiculing, condescending and
demeaning form of faith and
evangelism. And make no mistake,
believing there is no God requires a
faith perhaps far deeper than any
Christian has to muster. And, further,
make no mistake, their strategy is
verbBl strong-arming evangelism bent
on converting believers into skeptics at
best, atheists at worst.

Many who read this have loved
ones Wh identify WIIE skepticism
ép(h%r%f the mMli€vaibttofthe C |
battle-minded variety. | recommended
toyoubooks such as Ti
Reason for Faithand Lee Sher
Case for Christ and the Case for Faith.
Now comes another opportunity to
disciple yourself in the necessary
skills and approaches to a hostile
camp.

April 16-18 nearby Chapel Hill
Presbyterian Church hosts The
Oxford Northest Apologetics
Conference, AVital
Conf us ed witlhhJohn Hemnox,
professor of Mathematics at Oxford
University. Think and pray seriously
about attending. We all need the tools
of witness and defense that Lennox has
to offer.

How aout this as followuporlar r e |
69" wedding anniversaryand reflection on
G o e mmeamd&dbsend60 plus years
together.A HAPPY MARRIAGE IS THE
UNION OF TWO GOOD FORGIVERS.

Robert Quille
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